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some apples and gave away one-half and lost one-half of
those left and then had four, how many must you have had
at first?" For comparison with this we must remember
that this boy was unable to detect the absurdity in such a
statement as "Yesterday I saw a man walking on the
street with his hands in his pockets swinging a cane", nor
did he give what is accounted a correct reply to the
common-sense question as to what he would do before
undertaking an important affair, or why one should judge
a person by his acts rather than by his words.

Here is a boy, then, who shows very poor judgment and
powers of reasoning in regard to many simple situations
of real life, and who, nevertheless, is able to deal with
number combinations very rapidly. He adds and makes
change without any trouble, he can reason in regard to
situations involving numerical relationships, and he can
carry on processes in "his head" far better than he can
do anything else. One can hardly explain his lack of
school knowledge and his poor ability in reading and writ-
ing altogether on the basis of his truancy, because he had
been held for several periods in a school for truants, where
the instruction and training is known to be good.
Furthermore, his general subnormality is evidenced by
his poor results on a number of tests, many of which are
not dependent, upon school training.

After leaving school Martin had gone to work, but was
said never to be able to keep a job. He had been em-
ployed as errand boy by several different business firms,
but apparently had never been interested in any work that
he had tried. No physical troubles could be held account-
able for his retardation or vocational failures. He was a
big, strong, very well developed boy, in excellent physical
condition, except for tonsils which were somewhat en-
larged. He had never been seriously ill, according to the
family history which we obtained from the parents.